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29th January 2014 Splendor Solis (1) 


Good morning, 


I offer you a small study of the different illuminations of the alchemical treatise "Splendor Solis" by Salomon 
Trismosin. 

In this article I present the first three illustrations of the treatise. The first edition of the Splendor Solis dates 
from around 1530, in the midst of the Renaissance. The name of the author Salomon Trismosin is most certainly 
a pseudonym. The content of the treaty, text and illuminations, obviously addresses the creation of the 
Philosopher's Stone . The title of this treatise "Splendor Solis" which means "The splendor of the Sun" 
refers to this universal symbol and to the idea of light. 


Zosimus of Panapolis declared in the 3rd century: "The great Sun produces the work because it is through the Sun that 
everything is accomplished." ("Instructions to Eusebia" by Zosimus of Panapolis) 

At the end of the 14th century version of the "Emerald Table" attributed to Hermes Trismegistus , the author 
specifies "What I said about the operation of Sun is fulfilled, and perfected." 

René Alleau indicates about the etymology of the word "alchemy" that "Chemesch" in Hebrew means "Sun", just 
as "Chems" in Turkish means "Sun". René Alleau writes:"We can thus restore to the word "alchemy" its first 
probable meaning. The ancient Jewish, Greek, Syrian and Arab scholars probably gave this name to a sacred art, 
to a set of esoteric and initiatory knowledge, to the ancient "art priestly "whose teaching was based on the 
mysteries of the Sun, source of light, heat and life." ("Alchemy" by René Alleau - page 19) 


Below is the illumination that opens the treatise: 
"Arma Artis" ie "Weapons of Art" 
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/4OM/UgOVWHqV28l//AAAAAAAAGO4/Yr-w-P9IOlc/s1600/Salomon- Trismosin-4---Splendor-4-Solis4--4-O1 .jpeg] 
he Artis" or "The Seius of Art" 
Excerpt from the treatise "Splendor Solis" by Salomon Trismosin - 16th century 


Let's look at the image above: 

We can observe at the top of the illustration a sun with a human face on a red background. This Sun represents 
the fertilizing power of Nature . 

In the center, a face covered with a crown itself overhung by three lunar crescents. The three lunar crescents 
represent the vulgar silver, the simple mercury and the work in white . These details already illustrate the 
arcanum artis or secret of the art. 

Just below a golden sun on a blue shield. Notice that three small sun faces replace the eyes and mouth of this 
sun. These three small suns represent the body, the spirit and the soul . 


All of these three symbols (sun on the red background + crowned face + Sun on blue shield) represent "The 
source and first material of metals" 


Two men in the background are talking beyond a corridor and a high door. Notice that they are shown in 
perspective. Let's not forget that the treatise was written in the 16th century, that is to say during the 
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Renaissance, when perspective appeared in painting. These two men seem to exchange about what is happening 
at the level of this source and first material of metals . 


In the foreground on the border, we can notice two monkeys . The one on the left feeds a fish to a heron. The 
one on the right plays a lute or guitar type stringed instrument. A second heron is behind the monkey on the left. 
On the sides of the border on the left: a hoopoe (which we recognize precisely by its erectile headdress) and an 
owl (symbol of Athena); at the top right three other birds are represented. 


This illustration is therefore on the one hand a kind of coat of arms: the coat of arms of the philosopher in a way 
with the representation of "The source and first material of metals" ; and, on the other hand, the already put into 
perspective of the two levels: that of an ancestral and unconscious wisdom (the monkeys) and that, I would say, 
of awareness (the exchange of the two men) . 


jot.com/-kM. Fk8vVIZs/U10W. LC8FwI/AAAAAAAAHOU/MOSXxi767H1A/s1600/Babouins-4--2-Temple--d9627 Edfou+- 


"Baboons" - Temple of Edfu - Egypt 


There are several copies and translations of the "Splendor Solis" , notably in French in an 18th century edition 
renamed "La Toison d'Or". 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3Ak5rH20wZA/UuJDQwS3BONI/AAAAAAAAHLA/GRhHNXICDAIQ/s1600/Toison-4-d962 7 or4----lllustration4-5--- 
+Les+Armes+de+1%27Art.jpeg] 
Excerpt from the treatise "The Golden Fleece" 
The Weapons of Art - XVIII? century 


Let's look at the image above: 

Most of the details of the Splendor Solis artwork have been painstakingly preserved. 

Notice the border frieze at the bottom of the image. We can observe on the left an old man with his assistant who 
shows a book to a young man. This is an allegory of the transmission of hermetic science. 

On the other hand, on the right of this frieze a standing woman points out to two young people another woman 
stretched out on a bed, and, with her left hand, shows the inscription "Armas Artis" that is to say " The arms of 
the Art" . It is a reclining woman next to whom a seated man watches, representing the weakened or "sick" 
feminine towards whom the greatest respect is required. This weakened feminine symbolizes the part of the soul 
that hermetic philosophy proposes to heal. Such is the purpose of the Great Art of the Sages. 


I would now like to come back to two aspects of this first illumination of the Splendor Solis: 
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1. The heraldic symbol of alchemy 
2. Perspective 


Here, then, for the first point, are two illustrations taken from two different treatises. 

The first illustration that represents a heraldic symbol of alchemy and opens the treatise "Aurei Velleris oder Der 
Gulden Schatz und Kunstkammer Tractatus III" - published in 1599 - ("Treatise of the Golden Fleece or Treasure 
of the Chamber of Tractatus") 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/- 
rgyK2LABuJK/UsseiU8xVwI/AAAAAAAAHFQ/VabXicRaJbg/s1 600/Vitriola--4-1 .jpeg] 


"Tabula smaragdina Hermetis" - "From the secret of the wise" - Excerpt from 
"Aurei Velleris oder Der Gülden Schatz und Kunstkammer Tractatus III" 
- 1599 - (Treaty of the Golden Fleece or Treasure of the Chamber of Tractatus) 


Look at the images above and below: 

We can read around this heraldic symbol the alchemical axiom: "Visita Intériora Terrae Rectificandoque Invenies 
Occultum Lapidem Verum Medicinalem" ( "Visit the interior of the earth and through rectification you will find the 
true hidden Philosopher's Stone." ) 
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Notice at the top the Sun and the Moon pouring a substance into a cup under which appears the symbol of 
Mercury . This is obviously the Vitriol which is poured into the alchemical chalice around which are represented 
the Seven metals necessary for the realization of the work. 

Below Mercury a central ring which also represents Vitriol and which is connected by a small chain to Three 
Shields . 

On the left crest we can see a double Eagle . On the right escutcheon, a Lion and on the lower one, a seven- 
pointed star . The Lion and the Eagle represent the Fixed and the Volatile , ie "up and down" or Spirit and Body. 
The chains represent what connects these elements, ie the upper part of the illustration with the Planets and the 
Metals. 

On each side of the illustration two hands whose position of the fingers recalls the sign of blessing in the Eastern 
Church. These two hands represent the theory and practice of the Great Art. 


"Salt is a solid body, all that is best in art. Sulfur is the soul, without it the body can do nothing. Mercury is the 
spirit of force. It maintains together the soul and the body. That is why he is called a mediator, what is done 
without him has no duration because the soul and the body could not die if the spirit were not with them. In the 
same way the soul and the spirit would no longer exist if the body were with them. The body and the spirit would 
be without strength if the soul did not lend them company. All this art gives us to know. : the body fixes and 
gives consistency, the soul gives the color and the dye, the spirit the fluidity and it penetrates. This is why there 
cannot be in this art one of the three without the others." (" 


In the center of the three escutcheons, the symbol of Antimony or "The Universe" represented by the Globe 
(Matter) surmounted by a Cross (Spirit). this symbol that we have already encountered is the union of four and 
three. Notice also that there are Seven letters in the word VITRIOL. (For more details on Vitriol, read the article: 
Vitriol [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2012/03/vitriol.html] ) 


[http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2012/03/vitriol.html] 

There are also Seven planets solicited for the realization of the Great Work (Saturn, Jupiter, Venus and Mars, 
Mercury, the Moon and the Sun) The five known planets of antiquity to which are added the two luminous stars. 
Similarly, on the coat of arms in the illustration there is a Seven-pointed Star . 

There are Seven Metals in the transformation process: Lead, Tin, Copper, Iron, Mercury, Silver and Gold . The 
five imperfect metals to which are added the two perfect and opposite metals. 

The number Seven also refers to the Seven Archangels : Michael, Gabriel & Raphael (The major archangels) 
and Uriel, Jehudiel, Barachiel, Sealtiel (the four minor archangels) 

There are also Seven Days in a week which correspond in the biblical Genesis to the number of days of the 
creation of the world by God. 

For the alchemist and according to certain treaty the realization of the Philosopher's Stone is done in Seven 
Operations: Putrefaction, Solution, Distillation, Sublimation, Calcination, Circulation, Inceration or Imbilitation . 
(Many treatises refer to Coagulation and Fixation and omit Distillation and Circulation .) 

The alchemists also evoke the Seven Kingdoms , the number Seven also brings to mind for them the ancient 
city of Thebes , a fortified city around a rampart pierced by Seven Gates , and the Seven Lepers who must be 
cured. 

We can also evoke the Seven Last Words of Christ on the cross. 

Finally, the number Seven is also present through the five senses (Touch, Taste, Smell, Hearing and Sight) to 
which should be added the two complementary ones: Masculine and Feminine . 


planets | Saturn | Jupiter | March | Venus | Mercury | Moon | Sun | 
Lead | Tin | Iron | Copper | Mercury | Money | Gold _ 


-Metals | read ir uk Uriel |Raphael | Gabriel Light of 
nue Christ 
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In short, the number Seven is a highly symbolic number and a magic number. It is the addition of the number 
Four to the number Three , that is to say the sum of the square and the triangle , but there is so much to say 
on this subject that I will come back to it on the occasion of another article. 

For the moment, notice in the center of the three escutcheons, the symbol of Antimony or "The Universe" 
represented by the Globe (Matter) surmounted by a Cross (Spirit) . It is a representation of the union of Four and 
Three. 


Here is now, still about heraldic symbol , the plate "Mirror of Art and Nature" second illustration extracted 
from the treatise "Cabala" by Steffan Michelspacher published in 1616 . 
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[http://1 .bp.blogspot.com/-2WhZRKSJeVI/UqgOhnant4al/AAAAAAAAG 7k/AjC4VDZPGic/s 1 600/Steffan+Michelspacher+-+Cabala+- 
+1616+-+Il.jpeg] 
Steffan Michelspacher - "Cabala" - 1616 
Second board: "Mirror of Art and Nature" 


"Grant to God that we are grateful for this eminent and very great gift! Since, God, when you open someone's 
mind and heart, so that he may be made perfect to prepare for this work, you certainly give him all his strength. 


» 


Let's look at the image above: 

We can notice three parts or floors in this illustration: 

In the upper part or floor, observe on the left as well as on the right the presence of columns with each time in 
front of a follower. Notice in front of these two alchemists on the left an Eagle and on the right a Lion . 

The eagle represents the volatile principle of the work or a part of what the adept designates by "Prima 
Materia" (or First Matter) The Lion represents the fixed principle , or designates what the alchemists call "Ultima 
Materia" ( or Last Subject). 
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The two animals, the Eagle and the Lion, therefore represent two principles which are initially opposed. We have 
already met this opposition from the union of which the Griffon is born . 

We can read on the left column the word "Nature" , and on the right column is the word "Art" . 

Indeed, as Louis Cattiaux writes: "Art without Nature is powerless, and Nature without Art is blind. The two 
together make the perfection of the divine work." ( "The message found" Louis Cattiaux) 

In fact, it is Nature that provides the Prima Materia , and it is the Art of Hermes that produces the Philosopher's 
Stone or Ultima Materia . 


Notice now in the center of this upper part a curious animal. It is a "spagyric being" , that is to say according to 
Paracelsus, the fruit of the combination of the four main pillars which are: astronomy, philosophy, alchemy 
and the virtues . This curious animal here represents one of the first stages of the "Inner Self" or the Stone of 
the Wise. 

Observe on each of its wings three circles which represent the three stages of the evolution of the stone of the 
sages: black, white and red . We find these three circles on the coat of arms which is in the foreground of this 
upper part of the illustration. Note that the relationship that may exist between this coat of arms and the 
representation of Yin and Yang in Taoism . 

Always at the top on either side of the spagyric being are two medallions filled with inscriptions in German. 

It is inscribed on the left: "Kabbalah and Alchemy give you the supreme medicine, also the Stone of the wise, in 
which is found the foundation alone, as is evident in Your eyes (in these figures). " 

It is written on the right: "O God, make us grateful for this gift so pure and sublime! The man whose mind and 
heart You open. He who is perfect in this, to prepare this work, that all strength be given to him." 


In the central part of the image above, we can observe scenes that relate the work of the mine . On the far left 
we see a man hard at work mining the metal. On the right, the man collects the fruit of his hard work which he 
leaves the mine. 

In the center of this second level we notice two geometric figures . On the left, we distinguish a triangle in a 
square which is itself in a circle . The whole is surrounded by the two serpents of the caduceus of Hermes. These 
two serpents represent the Double Mercury of the philosophers. In the middle of the two snake heads is 
represented the Philosopher's Stone. This is represented here as the union of the two symbols of the subject 
conjoined with the martial agent. 

Inside the geometric figure on the left we can read two alchemical terms: VITRIOL and AZOTH . They are the 
two main agents of Opus. 

Around the geometric figure on the left notice the four small circles in which are inscribed the four elementary 
qualities: Hot , Cold , Dry and Wet. 

For the geometric figure on the right, we observe two concentric circles delimiting a square which contains an 
eight-pointed star. In this star are inscribed the signs of the seven traditional planets. The glorious Sun is in the 
center. Notice four Mercury signs in the corner star branches, and four Moon signs in the side star branches. On 
the left we can see the signs of Saturn, on the right those of Jupiter. Below the signs of Venus symbol of the 
body which must be fertilized, and above those of Mars or of the air which must fertilize it. 

Notice around the square, the names of Sulphur , Bismuth , Vitriol and Antimony . 

In the band around the circle we can read: Philosophy , Astronomy , Alchemy , and Virtues , which are the 
four fundamental pillars of the great Art. 

Finally, in the outer circumference of the circle are indicated the names of the four elements: Fire , Earth , Air 
and Water . 


In the lower part are illustrated the work of the alchemist in his laboratory. Here are represented the two possible 
traditional ways of the work: The Wet Way and the Dry Way . The distillation flasks on the left indicate the 
presence of water and the wet method. The crucibles show the presence of fire and the dry way. 

These two wet and dry ways can be associated during the process of dissolution and coagulation ( "Solve and 
Coagula") of the Alchemical Opus. 


Let's now move on to the second point: the perspective for which I offer you a brief study of two paintings. 
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"The Virgin of Chancellor Rolin" - Jan van Eyck - 1435 
Louvre Museum - Paris 


Let's look at the image above: 

The Virgin who is crowned by an angel designates to the child Jesus the sponsor of the work: Chancellor Nicolas 
Rolin. The man is represented in prayer dressed in elegant clothes. The Virgin seems to be looking at the cross 
carried by the child. 

The two characters are represented on the same plane in perfect symmetry. In the center a beautiful perspective 
that attracts the eye especially it is from this space that comes the light. On the floor is a paving which, together 
with the arches and the columns on the sides, amplifies this perspective. The small corridor of tiles between the 
two characters which separates the terrestrial space from the sacred world. Notice that the hand of the baby 
Jesus is at the same height as the bridge in the landscape in the distance. We can see in it an invitation to reach 
the other shore. 
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The characters are in a sumptuous room decorated with capitals, vaults and stained glass windows which reminds 
one of a Romanesque church but which is open on a vast landscape. Behind the character of the chancellor is 
represented the city of Autun where he is from. A little closer but still behind the chancellor are represented 


peacocks which here symbolize pride and vanity. On the bridge is represented a cross which is the point of fall of 
the perspective and heart of the painting (see detail below) 


[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-8rufi3S 7 TjU/UuUOBCK77 - 
VAAAAAAAAHMA/9Q. DE-wXUpl/s1600/La-Vierge--du--chancelier--Rolin-----Jan--van--Eyck---2-1435--- --D96C0396A8tail.jpeg] 


"The Virgin of Chancellor Rolin" (detail) by Jan van Eyck - 1435 


Second table: 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-- 
TyTYhA2_aY/UuT74ZtNIVI/AAAAAAAAHMG/u-D01 Igrc84/s 1 600/La+Sainte+conversation+-+Pietro+della+Francerscat+-+1472+1 474. jpg] 
"The Holy Conversation" - Pietro della Francersca - 1472/1474 
Pinacoteca di Breva - Milan 


Let's look at the image above: 

The scene is set in a church with renaissance architecture. 

The Virgin Mary is in the center of the painting surrounded by different characters. 

In front of the scene a man in armor kneels before the throne of the mother of Christ. It is the Duke in the garb 
of an armed soldier who places his baton of command at the feet of the Virgin. 

The baby Jesus is naked and sleeping. 

Note the egg which is suspended from a wire under the vault in front of the scallop shell at the bottom and above 
the head of the Virgin . 

The drop point of the perspective is located at Mary's eye level. The face has a very oval shape like the 
suspended egg. 

Around the Virgin Mary we can recognize from left to right: Bernardin of Siena, the holder of the church of 
Urbino, then Saint John the Baptist and Saint Jerome (who hits his chest with a stone). Right: Saint Francis of 
Assisi (showing his stigmata) Saint Peter Martyr (with his bloody head) and an evangelist. 


aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2014/01/splendor-solis-1.html 12/37 


4/13/23, 12:00 AM Splendor Solis (1) | Aqua Permanens 
But what does this mysterious egg represent? 


Here is always about the perspective but also about the egg an illustration taken from the "Atalanta Fugiens" 
("Atalante Fugitive") by Michael Maier (1618) : Emblem VIII : "Take the egg and strike it with a flaming 
sword" 


[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-eC7nsbZ5Ti4/UuT8FBiw34l/AAAAAAAAHMOo/rDtdbCAY2JU/s1600/Michael--Ma96 C396AFer--- 
+Atalante+Fugitive+-+1618+-+Embl%C3%A8me+Vill.jpeg] 
"Take the egg and hit it with a flaming sword" 
Emblem VIII - Excerpt from the Treatise on Atalanta Fugitive" by Michael Maier 


Let's look at the image above: 

"Take the egg and strike it with a sword of fire" is an alchemical axiom attributed according to the authors to 
Raymond Lully . Michel Maier illustrates this axiom with this emblem. 

The egg is the subject of the Art, which must be struck with the double-edged sword of the Secret Fire. It is a 
question of subjecting the work to fire. Mars thus comes to the aid of Vulcan , and from the subsequent 
darkness of putrefaction will be born the hermetic chick. 

This is an eagle egg. 

In the egg are the seeds of the male and the female which are united together. 

Une cheminée sur la gauche dans laquelle un feu ardent se consume. La chaleur extérieure est le premier moteur 
qui permet la circulation des éléments intérieurs et la transformation naturelle du contenu. Car précise Michael 
Maier qui décrit le processus de transmutation : « L'eau se change en air, l'air en feu et le feu en terre. » 
Remarquez la perspective du fond de la salle qui indique trés clairement un point de chute lointain. Ne serait-ce 
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pas le désir de montrer qu'au loin existe un autre plan une issu inexplorée ? 


L'oeuf représente le premier microcosme parfait, la prima materia chaotique qu'il faut rompre pour évoluer. Il 


contient en effet en lui-méme les quatre éléments : la coquille, la Terre; le blanc, l'Eau; la poche d'air, l'Air; le 
jaune, le Feu. 


For more details on the egg, read the article: Th 


htm ] 


Now back to Solomon Trismosin 's "Splendor Solis" . 
Below is the second illustration of the treatise: "The Alchemist" 


A/LUTacw. PwgE/s1600/Salomon--Trismosin---4- 


"The Philosopher at Matras" 
Excerpt from the treatise "Splendor Solis" by Salomon Trismosin - 16th century 
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Let's look at the image above: 
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We see an alchemist dressed in a red tunic and a blue-violet toga who holds a matrass in his left hand. Maybe it's 
a representation 

of Hermes Trismegistus , heir to the Egyptian god Thoth and founder of Hermetic philosophy. 

The substance in the container is liquid gold. The alchemist points to the empty part of the container. Wouldn't it 
be to recall the invisible aspect of the work, ie its esoteric flan? 

Note that the cap worn by this alchemist is a red Phrygian cap, ie a symbol of freedom (Marianne, for example, 
an allegorical figure of the French republic, wears a Phrygian cap) . 

From the matrass is attached a speech bubble or black banner on which is inscribed: "Eamus quaesitum quatuor 
elementorum naturas" ie "Let's go in search of the natures of the four elements." 


En dessous sur la bordure sont représentés des groseilles, un paon, une biche et son cerf, un papillon ainsi que 
sur la droite des oiseaux dont une chouette. 


Salomon Trismosin écrit "On doit donc seconder par l'Art, ce que Nature extrait et putréfie, jusqu'à l'amener à sa forme 
propre. Notre Art se contente de l'adapter et de préparer la matiére à mesure qu'elle se transforme en nature, pour une telle 
Œuvre, et pour cet ouvrage elle fournit également, grâce à sa sagesse prévenante, un vaisseau approprié. Car l'art n'entends pas 
produire Or et Argent à partir de rien, car il ne peut faire retrouver à la matiére son origine primitive." 


So it's about the four elements, their scrutiny; putrefaction, decoction, and a relationship to Nature that the Art of 
alchemy only accompanies. 


For more details on nature read the article: Lumen Naturae [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2011/11/lumen- 
naturae.html] 
For more details on the Peacock read the article: The Peacock [http://aqua-permanens.blogspot.fr/2013/06/le-paon.html] 


I would like to retain three aspects of this second illumination of the Splendor Solis: 


1. the alchemist 
2. The four elements 
3. Patience 


This second image of the treatise "Splendor Solis" is reminiscent of the illustration which represents " The 
alchemist philosopher Hermes Trismegistus" extracted from " Aurora consurgens ". 

It is more than likely that the authors of the Splendor Solis were familiar with "Le rise de l'aurore" ("Aurora 
consurgens") , the first publication of which with its 37 illustrations dates from 1410. 
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Aurora Consurgens - Illustration 4 
"The Alchemist Philosopher - Hermes Trismegistus" 


Let's look at the image above: 


We see Hermes Trismegistus holding a scroll in his left hand, which he points to with the finger of his right hand. 


Note that the shoes and the character cap are green, the color symbolically associated with the beginning of the 
Opus. 


A matrass or hermetic vase is represented next to the philosopher under which a blazing fire burns. The "work" is 
indeed cooked and the vase lets out a smoky ... 


In the background, the colors of the sky illustrate the sunrise, which corresponds to the name of the treaty. 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/- 
-6t_7NJGoys/UUJNMKo7OWI/AAAAAAAAHLY/5WmnACHxzBc/s1 600/Toison+d%27or+-+lllustration+10+- 
+Le+Philosophe+alchimiste.jpeg] 
Excerpt from the treatise "The Golden Fleece" 
The Alchemist Philosopher - 18th century 


Let's look at the image above: 
We can notice that in this version the ribbon comes out of the matrass held by the philosopher. It is also about 


the four elements (Water, Air, Fire and Earth) 
Notice on the frieze below a seaside landscape with a boat that looks like a scallop shell. Two characters are 


heading towards a fortress: a woman and a man whose face is black. 


About the four elements : 
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[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-0J2DF8ihc34/Uu TfBMLFJ2I//AAAAAAAAHLA/dxiLLOVUS8S/s1600/Th96C396A9ophile--Schweighart4-- 
+Speculum+sophicum+Rhodostauroticum+-+1604.jpeg] 
Théophile Schweighart - Speculum sophicum Rhodostauroticum - 1604 


Let's look at the image above: 

Voici, selon les propres mot de l'auteur, "L'Arbre de la Pansophie". Il s'agit de l'union du microcosme et du 
macrocosme. 

En haut, Dieu, en bas l'homme. 

Au milieu deux nouveaux : la Nature qui contient les quatre éléments : Feu, Terre, Eau et Air. Ils engendrent une 
quintessence qui tombe au centre de la terre. Celle-ci est entourée des trois mondes : Le végétal, le minéral et 
l'animal 

Nous pouvons lire en haut omnia ab uno ce qui signifie "Tout vient de l'un". 

En bas est inscrit Omnia ad unum ce qui signifie "Tout va à l'un". 


Johann Daniel Mylius (1585/1628) wrote in his "Philosophia reformata" in 1622: 
"Here are the four noble sisters 


Who meet a similar fate: 
They show you the emblems 
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Of the work that will be yours. 
The first enjoins to dissolve 
The body you choose 
The second wants you to wash 
Your matter carefully, 
The third says to conjoin 
Separate body parts 
And the fourth teaches you 
To harden the Stone in your fire." 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-J3QgolTHyN4/UgOm5TMpVt/AAAAAAAAG70/ShK4_pMpcRI/s1600/Mylius+-+Philosophia+reformata+t- 
+1622+-+Les+4+%C3%A91%C3%A9ments.jpeg] 
"The Four Elements" - Johann Daniel Mylius 
"Philosophia reformata" - 1622 


Let's look at the image above: 


The four elements are represented in four globes at the feet of four "female goddesses". From left to right: 
Earth, Water, Air and Fire (the four triangles) These four women or Caryatids are sisters and illustrate the four 
operations: Solution, ablution, conjunction and fixation. These four sisters are like four living matras which 
symbolize the four degrees of fire of the philosophers. 


On their heads are illustrated the four phases of the Alchemical Opus with from left to right: The Shadow, The 
White Rose, the Phoenix and the Lion . 
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These are the four stages of Opus: Black (Nigredo) White (A/bedo) Yellow (Citrinitas) and Red (Rubedo). 


This is the breakdown of the process into four: 


e four elements 

e Four Degrees of Fire 

e four colors 

e four sisters 

e Four phases of the Opus 


About Patience : 


~ 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-7 x-sumrGiGA/Usr3W3YOPNI/AAAAAAAAHES/Wn-6Jg1 YMXQ/s1600/Mylius----- Philosophia--reformata-4-- 
+1622+-+La+coction.jpeg] 
Mylius - Philosophia reformata - 1622 - "The coction" 


Let's look at the picture above: 

We see an alchemist leaning on a table who has done his job and is waiting for the work to be done. We notice 
two birds including a crow in the alchemical vases. The table is a big cube which refers to the square and 
therefore to the number four. 

Something must be flowing between the two birds... 

So here we have a representation of the patience that is necessary for the philosopher. 


aqua-permanens.blogspot.com/2014/01/splendor-solis-1.html 20/37 


4/13/23, 12:00 AM Splendor Solis (1) | Aqua Permanens 


We can notice the similarity that exists between the second illumination of the Splendor Solis and the eighth 
major arcana of the Tarot de Marseille: The Hermit . 


[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/- 
TOiCHuh3Phk/UuTgvKvESwl/AAAAAAAAHMVI/CWhr-ubm90/s 1 600/Tarot+de+Marseille+-+VIll+-+L%27hermite+-+2.jpeg] 
In the Marseille tarot cards, the Hermit card is very much associated with waiting. It's not for now... The Hermit 
is a lonely man who lives away from the world, and it is also possible to see in this card the need for a phase of 
introversion. The Hermit has a lantern and a stick, in some editions a book at his feet. He is therefore alone but 
not helpless, and moves slowly. 
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Figur. 


The Alchemist Philosopher - Hermés Trismegistus 
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[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Jk7 m-7 Y6- 
Kl/UtJkdTVz UI/AAAAAAAAHJS/mCgThiuWRFl/s1600/L9627alchimiste-4-Cath?6C396A9drale--de--Reims.JPG] 
The Alchemist - Cathedral of Our Lady of Reims 


Below is the third illustration of Solomon Trismosin's treatise: 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jKy. I3IG-7M/UqOVsfyN- 
al/AAAAAAAAG71/D2Un_EyWZ3M/s1600/Salomon+Trismosin+-+Splendor+Solis+-+03.jpeg] 
"The Helmeted Warrior" 
Excerpt from the treatise "Splendor Solis" by Salomon Trismosin - 16th century 


Let's look at the image above: 

We see a soldier standing with his feet on a fountain with two basins. He is armed with a scimitar or saber with a 
curved blade and seems to guard this fountain from any external aggression. Notice that the cuirass on the 
soldier's chest bears the colors of the alchemical opus: Black (or dark blue), white, citrine (yellow), and red . 

The helmet of this warrior which is surmounted by seven stars , two of which are golden, three silver and the 
last two metallic. Seven is a magic number that refers to the seven planets, seven days of the week, seven 
metals, seven archangels, etc. The number seven is also the addition of the two digits 4 + 3. 


The two fountains in the basins are fed by two statues of urinating children. In the left basin the liquid is golden, 
in the right one the liquid is silver. The two basins are joined by a small channel but the two liquids do not seem 
to fully mix. Only the liquid on the right flows through a channel on the far left of the basin which feeds the 
surrounding lake. The basin that contains the silvery liquid does not spill out, suggesting that it has a closed 
internal circuit. 
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Everything suggests that there is a wide circuit (on the left) and a short circuit (on the right) as there is a 
macrocosm and a microcosm. In psychological parlance, we could easily compare these two circuits to the 
dynamics of extroversion and introversion. 


The soldier holds a shield in his left hand on which is written: "Ex Duabus Aqui Unam facite, qui queritis sole(m) 
et luna(m) facere et date bibere inimico vro, et videbitis cum mortuum. Dei(n)de de aqua terra facite, and 
lapide(m) multiplicastis." That is to say "Make one water out of two, you who seek to work with the sun and with 
the moon, and give the enemy wine to drink, and you will see with (the eyes) of the dead. Then make earth with 
water, and you will multiply the stone." 


Dans le langage psychologique, et pour revenir sur les deux dynamiques d'extraversion et d'introversion; "Réunir 
les deux fontaines" revient d'une part à établir la fonction de transcendance que j'ai déjà évoqué dans plusieurs 
articles mais aussi d'autre part à accompagner la conjonction des opposés ou Mysterium conjonctionis. 


Nous pouvons observer cette enluminure par un angle sensiblement différent : Les eaux mercurielles des bassins 
débordent. La présence d'un chevalier expérimenté est justifiée et nécessaire car les urines des statues d'enfants 
mettent du désordre dans la configuration des sept étoiles. 


J'aimerais revenir sur deux aspects de cette troisième enluminure du Splendor Solis : 


1. Le guerrier 
2. Les deux fontaines 
3. Pisser 


Ce personnage armé, ce chevalier renvoie à la figure de Mars, le dieu de la guerre. C'est un valeureux guerrier 
d'aspect viril qui est représenté ci-dessous avec un loup son animal sacré. 
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[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/- 
m3JOjzOHCAw/UuqYPgYdmXI/AAAAAAAAHNI/dz1v-aetQoc/s1600/Mars-----Mythologie.jpeg] 
Mars, dieu de la guerre 


Voici maintenant deux emblémes extraits du traité alchimique "Atalante Fugitive" de Michael Maier qui 
reprennent la thématique de la troisième illustration du traité du "Splendor Solis" que nous venons d'étudier : 


L'emblème XX, "La nature enseigne à la nature à combattre le feu". 


Michael Maier écrit : 
"La flamme, ce dragon qui tout dévore, brüle 
D'altérer la beauté charmante de la vierge. 
Elle est baignée de pleurs, quand un homme la voit, 
Court à l'infortunée en lui offrant son aide; 
Lui tendant son écu, il marche à l'ennemi 
Et lui enseigne à mépriser de tels assauts." 
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Hippors. 
fequens, 


urfit virginis eximium vi fuperare decus, decus. 


Ime == === === S= = EE S ES SE==>> 
VIOr ANS. nx Cem = = ne 


Flamma vorat quz cunéta,velut Draco, gnaviter urfit 


Virginis eximium vi fuperare decus. 


[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-CVRwdvuTKk80/UqNS5hARt fl/AAAAAAAAG6Y/hVdQ6NCwZTs/s 1 600/Michael+Ma%25C3%25AFer+- 
+Atalanta+Fugiens+-+1618+-+Emb!%25C3%25A8me+XX+-+Fuga.jpeg] 
Fugue de l'embléme XX de l'Atalanta Fugiens - 1618 de Michael Maier 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-U8xly-NSLLM/UgNS5hEzITVI/AAAAAAAAG6U/P4QtZ_3BDwQ/s1600/Michael+Ma%C3%AFer+- 
+Atalanta+Fugiens+-+1618+-+Embl%C3%A8me+xx. jpeg] 
Michael Maier - Atalanta Fugiens - 1618 - Embléme XX 
"La nature enseigne à la nature à combattre le feu" 


Observons l'image ci-dessus : 

Nous voyons un chevalier armé d'un glaive et d'un bouclier avancer vers un brasier et combattre le feu afin de 
défendre une femme nue. Cette femme représente symboliquement l'héroïne mercurielle (le pôle féminin ou 
l'anima). 

L'héroine mercurielle vient de la montagne que l'on voit dans le fond à gauche qui symbolise le pôle introverti. 
Remarquez le pont par lequel la montagne est accessible qui est recouvert d'un toit, c'est à dire d'une protection 
(Pour plus de détail sur la symbolique de la montagne lire l'article : La montagne alchimique [http://aqua- 
permanens.blogspot.fr/2011/11/la-montagne-alchimique.html] ). 

Le chevalier représente le souffre fixe c'est à dire la partie d'âme qui est dores et déjà intégrée. Cette part d'âme 
est fixe car elle n'est plus sujette à l'agitation qui caractérise le souffre alchimique. Ce chevalier est donc 
invulnérable au Feu. 

Il enseigne à l'héroine mercurielle ou vierge dénudée à se protéger des flammes. Ce dernier aspect est essentiel 
pour la bonne réalisation de l'ceuvre. 

Michael Maier écrit : "Telles sont en effet la manière d'agir et la voie de la nature lorsqu'elle poursuit la perfection 
d'une ceuvre quelconque, qui est de faire sortir une chose d'une autre, la plus parfaite de la moins parfaite, et de 
la faire passer de la puissance à l'acte" (d'activer son potentiel). 
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Ce chevalier est donc un héros purificateur et libérateur que Michael Maier compare à Pyrrhus, le fils d'Achille, à 
Héraclés le tueur de monstres; ou encore à Persée (Lire pour ce dernier l'article : Méduse [http://aqua- 
permanens.blogspot.fr/2013/11/meduse.html] ) D'un point de vue psychologique nous pouvons dire que ce héros est une 
manifestation de la fonction de sentiment  extravertie (voir article Quatre Fonctions  [http://aqua- 
permanens.blogspot.fr/2012/04/quatre-fonctions.html] ). 


Et, toujours extraite du traité alchimique "Atalante Fugitive" de Michael Maier de 1618, l'embléme XL : "Des 
deux fontaines, fais-en une seule : ce sera l'eau de sainteté" : 


Michael Maier écrit : 


"D'une gorge limpide sort une double source : 
En l'une est la tiédeur d'une urine d'enfant, 
Mais la seconde est fraíche : on la nomme eau de la Vierge. 
Donne-leur méme cours en unissant leurs ondes : 
Ce ruisseau mélera les vertus des deux sources, 
Comme Jupiter Ammon 
la Fontaine est chaude et glacée." 


anima FE TX E ILI 


fugiens. 
Sunt bini liqui do falientes dtd Hinc 
EtrPERHEEEREERUELEHER EMIL — 
pu e ri calidam fuggerit unus a quam. 
Hippom. 
fequens. "a feti 
Sunt bini liqui do falientes gurgite fontes 
Hinc pue ri ca ee unus aquam. 
LS SS SSS 6 "ouo m 
Pomum ESS 39$ —$-9-9—5- TET I SSE a ee ee is at 
morans, 


Hinc pueri calidam fuggerit unus aquam. 


[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Dq 1kON6Cwrl/UqN5 1 GfÉXH21/AAAAAAAAG6g/eO 1h5L-Dvpg/s1600/Michael+Ma%C3%AFer+-+Atalanta+Fugitive+- 
+1618+-+EmbI%C3%A8me+XL+-+Fuga.jpeg] 


Fugue de l'embléme XL de l'Atalanta Fugiens - 1618 de Michael Maier 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BSSb3BSdmBK/UqNS59FjgPjl/AAAAAAAAGOO/IXjK. jQVjk8/s1600/Michael--Ma96C396AFer--- 
+Atalante+Fugitive+⁄-+1618+-+Embl%C3%A8me+XL.jpeg] 
Michael Maïer - Atalanta Fugiens - 1618 - Emblème XL 
"Des deux fontaines, fais-en une seule : ce sera l'eau de sainteté" 


Observons l'image ci-dessus : 

Nous voyons tout comme sur l'illustration du "Splendor Solis" deux fontaines qui produisent deux eaux aux 
propriétés différentes. La fontaine de droite possède la propriété de durcir, de fixer et de coaguler. C'est la 
fontaine de la Vierge que nous nommons Premier Mercure. La seconde fontaine, celle du garçon à gauche, produit 
une eau instable, volatile et molle que l'on nomme Second Mercure. 

Ce second liquide est durcie par le premier Mercure. 

Du mélange bien proportionné des deux eaux nous obtenons une quintessence nommé Mercure Philosophique. Le 
Mercure philosophique est le sujet de la Pierre Philosophale c'est à dire que du mélange des deux Mercure nous 
obtenons écrit Michael Maïer "une Pierre coagulée, fixe et durcie, qui possède le pouvoir de coaguler ce qui n'est 
pas coagulé, de durcir ce qui est amollit et d'amollir ce qui est dur." 

La Pierre philosophale prendre forme et vie et s'oriente vers sa finalité qui est la fontaine de jouvence ou élixir de 
longue vie. 
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[http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-pd_jA_xV2y4/Usr4RJAx1XI/AAAAAAAAHFE/vgx2ScYYtBY/s1600/Mylius+-+Philosophia+reformata+-+1622+- 
+Les+deux+fontaines.jpeg] 
Mylius - Philosophia reformata - 1622 - "Les deux fontaines" 


Observons l'image ci-dessus: 

Nous retrouvons les deux fontaines de chaque cóté de l'illustration. C'est deux fontaines doivent s'unir pour 
former une seule et méme eaux : l'eau de jouvence, de sainteté et de vie. Nous voyons dans le fond de 
l'illustration cette eau philosophique qui coule de la bouche d'un troisiéme personnage. Remarquez le Soleil et 
la Lune de part et d'autre de ce personnage ainsi que le serpent au dessus qui représente le Mercure des 
philosophe. 


Enfin pour finir j'aimerai simplement attirer l'attention sur le fait que ce sont des enfants sur cette troisiéme 
enluminure du Splendor Soli qui font pipi dans les fontaines. Or, d'une part nous savons bien que l'acte de pisser 
est symboliquement l'expression de l'individu (D'un point de vue psychologique "Pisser c'est s'exprimer"). D'autre 
part, la représentation d'enfant renvoie à /a pureté de l'enfant que les alchimistes nomment la "non corruption" 
de l'étre qui n'a pas encore atteint la puberté. Mais d'un point de vue psychologique, il s'agit de remarquer que 
l'inconscient réagit essentiellement à des attitudes spontanées associées à l'enfance de l'individu. 
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[http://4.bp.blogspot.com/- 7 WywtjJvpb4/UughKmKQhdl/AAAAAAAAHNY/J9kAMtyGHqM/s1600/Faire--pipi.jpg] 
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[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-q-cmK, bgaBLc/VIMMVMaAzJI/AAAAAAAAInc/bsnBxUt, Irw/s1600/Speculum962Bveritatis?62B- 
%2BLa%2Btriple%2Bsublimation%2B-%2BXVI%C2%B0%2Bsi%C3%A8cle.jpeg] 
"La triple sublimation" extrait du "Speculum veritatis" - XVII? siècle 


Observons l'image ci-dessus : 

Nous voyons de part et d'autre de l'image deux alchimistes à l'oeuvre devant trois fourneaux Il s'agit à droite de 
Vulcain (Héphaistos grecque) qui forge le métal, et à gauche d'Hermès lui-même. Nous reconnaissons ce dernier 
car il tient dans sa main droite une serpent noirátre (symbole du vil et de l'archaique) et dans sa main gauche 
son caducée. Remarquez qu'ici sur le báton entouré du serpent mercuriel est posé une colombe (symbole de 
l'esprit saint). Dans le ciel depuis un nuage un éphébe urine successivement dans trois récipients ou sphéres 
alchimiques différentes. Cette urine est nommée par les sages "eau mercurielle". 

Remarquez au-dessus des trois sphéres ou "vase" hermétiques" sont représentées à gauche une étoile, au milieu 
une moitié d'étoile et à droite plus aucune étoile. En corrélation à l'intérieur des vases hermétiques sont 
représenté le début du symbole du plomb à gauche, la moitié du symbole du plomb au milieu et le symbole entier 
du plomb alchimique à droite. Ce symbole est également celui de Saturne. Il y a donc une transmutation de 
l'unrine du mannequin représentée ici en trois étapes. 


[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-gKnZjgJlt7 M/VLJQ7 6AN84I/AAAAAAAAI 1 Q/fs6VU30BVA8/s1600/Saturne%2B- 
262BSigne.png] 


Les signes étoilés inscrits sur les trois récipients au dessus des fourneaux indiquent qu'ils contiennent en 
puissance de gauche à droite : l'esprit, le vitriol et le plomb. L'éphébe lui-méme tient dans sa main gauche le 
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signe du plomb. 


Il s'agit d'une des premiéres étapes de l'ceuvre alchimique qui consiste à sublimer la materia prima ou matiére 
premiére par l'urine ou acide naturelle par trois fois. 


L'étape suivante consiste à libérer cette matiére premiére de sa noirceur. Cette seconde étape nommé "coction" 


est une opération de cuisson de la materia prima qui permet une reconstitution puis une germination de l'œuf 
philosophique. 


[http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-D4Ica32kIFM/UughXwTOx7 V AAAAAAAAHNg/HqNn6O4ILOw/s1600/Manneken-Pis--- 
+Le+m%C38%B4me+qui+pisse+-+Bruxelles.jog] 
Manneken Pis - "Le móme qui pisse" - Bruxelles 
ou "La fierté de la liberté d'esprit" 
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[http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-uSVjKRFCfIQ/VIMUSUxrKtl/AAAAAAAAlInO/k. RJNzZujZc/s1600/Speculum962Bveritatis?62B- 
962BLa962Bs96C396A9paration962Bdes962B96C396A9I960396A9ments962B-962 BXVII96C296B0962Bsi96C396A8cle.jpeg.jpeg] 
"La séparation des éléments -extrait du "Speculum veritatis" - XVII? siécle 


Observons l'image ci-dessus : 

Il s'agit de la suite du Speculum veritatis c'est à dire du "miroir de la vérité". 

L'opération représentée ici est la séparation des éléments. Cette fois-ci l'urine de l'éphébe est recueillie dans un 
récipient alchimique pour étre chauffée et transmutée. La terre devient "eau" (mercure), l'eau devient "vapeur" 
(feu) et le feu transmute le métal, c'est à dire ici que le plomb est blanchit pour "devenir" du cuivre. 

Sur la droite nous voyons un alchimiste qui tient dans sa main gauche une sphére sur laquelle est inscrit le signe 
du plomb, et dans la main droite il tient au haut la main Mercure avec son caducée et son caque ailé (/e mercure 
alchimique) Or, remarquez qu'au pied du fourneau sur la gauche sur les six sphéres sont inscrits le signe du 
plomb. Avec la sphére que tient dans ses mains l'alchimiste de droite cela constitue sept récipients. Cela indique 
une séparation des éléments (peut-étre en sept étapes) et un début de reconstitution. Il suffit d'un septiéme de 
matiére pour impulser la transmutation. 

Remarquez que sur la droite trois autres récipients sont affublés du signe du plomb. Ils sont à mettre en relation 
avec la fontaine à l'effigie animale au-dessus d'eux. C'est la fontaine du premier mercure (ici l'inconscient). Ces 
trois derniers contiennent la matiére vile qui doit étre écartée pour étre épurée afin de permettre sa réintégration. 
Ce plomb est scindé en trois afin qu'il perde de sa puissance et est destiné à l'athanor (le for intérieur) représenté 
au fond à droite. 

Enfin sur la gauche de l'image, nous voyons un couple humain et au-dessus un couple d'oiseaux. L'homme 
présente dans ses mains un serpent qui symbolise le mercure. La femme présente une longue fléche symbole du 
soufre. Le couple d'oiseaux n'est autre qu'un coq qui copule avec une poule. Ces deux couples illustrent la 
fécondation nécessaire à la réalisation de l'oeuvre (le soufre ou principe actif s'unit avec le mercure, principe 
passif). 


Afin de finir cet article avec le sourire voici un tableau de peintre vénitien Lorenzo Lotto : 
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"Cupidon et Vénus" - Lorenzo Lotto - 1530 


For the continuation of the study of the illuminations of the treatise "Splendor Solis" by Salomon Trismosin 
read the article: 


Thank you for reading 
Good teaching! 


Posted 29th January 2014 by 
Show comments 


abc < 


I am trying to find the source for these images: 


http://2.bp.blogspot.com/- 


-6t 7NJGoys/UuJNMKo7OWI/AAAAAAAAHLY/5WmnACHxzBc/s1600/Toison -d90270r-4-- 
+Illustration+10+-+Le+Philosophe+alchimiste.jpeg 


http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3Ak5rH20wZA/UuJDQw3BONI/AAAAAAAAHLA/GhHHNxICbAIQ/s1600/Toison+ 
d%27or+-+lIllustration+5+-+Les+Armes+de+|1%27Art.jpeg 
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Is the whole image set, or even better this specific edition of the Splendor Solis, available online? 
is there a facsimile that one can order? 


I'd really appreciate your help. 


Thanks! 
Erik 


Répondre 


Réponses 


Le: L'alchimiste 13 avril 2018 à 13:10 
Good evening, 


Thank you for your message. 
Excuse me to answer just today. 


I extracted the images you mentioned from my particular collection. 
I do not know if you can find this edition online. 


Yours truly 


Pour laisser un commentaire, cliquez sur le bouton ci-dessous afin de vous connecter avec Blogger. 


SE CONNECTER AVEC BLOGGER 


load more 
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